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... ; Ke^orond RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY, 690 I* Verne Drive F W 

-55 1 ?SS ,riC r d at lh ° Police Depafftnent 

l.» Ap 11 4 * i96s - Reverend ABERNATHY was advised of 
tionf 3 idontity a,,d of the nature of the matter under inveetiga- 

Ht Laref^T* AMRMTH J» * ho Ascribed himself as Vice President 
rL^ g d J rcas,,ror <»* the Ron them Christian Leadership 
Conference, stated he ran I>r. KART IN LUTHER KING JR 5 s closest 

whenever 0 they **' ™ 

o I 3 fern ^ . ^ iher * Ifc Htatf! ‘ I «»* at about 10:30 a. E , 

ItophiH, Tennessee. * KJW r ^l*t«re4 at the Lorraine Motel, 

KING A,U ‘ RNAT,fy ntaled thst April 4, 1968, he and Ur. 

~oL d #w ""t* 1 a,ld ®P««t most of the day in their 

He slaS filJ ? H located on the second floor of the motel. 
a P t i! t Ud Ur - * JWG had bocn sone from their rooa for 

Bbnut i^n y J hour ° r lar - !l Kh * n they returned to the room at 

dinner* of tP'* 3 / ^ aJd ^ ir, y Rot dressed as they were going to 

6 T thev started°i B r v6ren ;, wu ' 1 ™ a " d that at almost exactly 
for'a'onL'nt ! 5 l n d tL ° roDro " Reverend ABERNATHY stopped 

. h . n£ ^nd Dr. KJNj walked out onto the balcony just outside 
moL? ^ to f h . ln roora " Reverend ABERNATHY was still inside the 

with other i Ki * C °i n l d llP t V Dr ‘ KIN ° the dinner engagement 

j* fhe’SH^° Cla 12 Eover « n ‘ l AUERKATOY believes were standing 
. . ’ ' P ar klj»E area of the motel underneath and to the front of the 
balcony on which Dr. KING was standing. 

or acker R and r the n A | BEHf s T !^ “ U1cd ho hoard what sounded like a fire- 
be en ^ °P board tho Gc.teamz of persons to whom Dr. KING had 

covered ^voreud A/JERNATinr went then to the balcony and dis- 
and neev / NG 4 l y * ng thcTO Wotindcd the right side of the face 

but wan** f? Sald be bollevcd **• KING attempted to apeak to hie 
someone to !!i, t0 “°! no vcreo.rl ABERNATHY said he instructed 

ambulance to li E f? ambulance and then accompanied Dr. KING in the 
ambulance to the hospital where Dr. KING subsequently died. 
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Reverend ABERNATHY stated that Judging from the sound 
of the aoise it appeared that the shot came from directly is 
front of the door and not from any great distance. ' He stated 
he did ao. observe anything that would Indicate who fired the 
shot. Reverend ABERNATHY also etated that while they were ia 
the motel room Dr. KING did not, to his knowledge, receive any 
telephone calls of a threatening nature or calls from persons 
H“° would not identify themselves. Reverend ABERNATHY said 
?r* aot feared that any particular persons might 

harm h in and Reverend ABERNATHY was unable to suggest any 
suspects or to provide any other information which might 
assist in identifying Dr. KING’S killer. 
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